
Katie is a Zimbabwean artist living in the UK. After some artistic 
training in the 80’s in Ireland and in Zimbabwe, Katie took time out 
to have three children. She then graduated with a BA(Hons) from the 
University of Brighton, and is currently doing a Masters degree in Fine 
Art there. She has exhibited both in the UK and in Zimbabwe, and has 
works in private collections around the world. Her work in recent years 
has been concerned with Human Rights abuses in Zimbabwe and all of 
her work has an African flavour, be it her decorative work, landscapes & 
seedpods, or her fascination with cultural identities and the intricacies 
therein.

Katie Grubb

Every piece of work I do is dedicated to Zimbabwe, and its people, who are need-
lessly suffering at the hands of a cruel dictatorship.
Most of my work is concerned with cultural identities, cultural differences and ques-
tions the concept of belonging. At the root of all my work is a strong passion for 
Africa, my birthplace. Its beauty, diversity, and its myriad of wonderful cultures.
The natural world also holds great fascination for me. Trees, bark, seeds, pods and the 
tiny close-up details in nature are a source of endless inspiration. 

http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb

http://www.katiegrubb.co.uk/
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On The Brink.

Rhino poaching worldwide is poised to hit a 15-year-high driven by Asian 
demand for horns, according to new research.
Poachers in Africa and Asia are killing an ever increasing number of rhinos—
an estimated two to three a week in some areas—to meet a growing demand 
for horns believed in some countries to have medicinal value, according to a 
briefing to a key international wildlife trade body by WWF, IUCN and their 
affiliated wildlife trade monitoring network TRAFFIC.
An estimated three rhinos were illegally killed each month in all of Africa 
from 2000-05, out of a population of around 18,000. In contrast, 12 rhinocer-
oses now are being poached each month in South Africa and Zimbabwe alone, 
the three groups told the 58th Standing Committee meeting of the Convention 
on International Trade in Endangered Species Standing Committee.

My good friend Julie Edwards devotes her life to saving this endangered spe-
cies. 50% of proceeds of sales of this work go to Julie’s dedicated work at the 
Hokoyo Wildlife Trust in Southern Africa. www.hokoyowildlife.org – website 
still being set up but please stay posted!

Acrylic & Inks on canvas
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http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/journal/3524486-will-these-disgusting-men-ever-be-stopped



Identity Series
These masks represent a fusion of African and English cultures. They are a 
mixture of two strong yet differing worlds. They are made mostly from old 
English lace, pva glue, sand and the occasional mix of rhino dung.

I have also experimented with photography and fusing my own face with 
African masks to represent my inner identity and deep passion for a place and 
a culture to which ultimately, I do not belong.

Prints: Printing is one of my favorite mediums. This work represents a small 
section of the printing I have done in recent years and continue to do. Tech-
niques include screen printing, transfer prints, linocut, lazertran and easy-print.
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Floral Benin Mask.

Screen Print on Velux paper. Part of my 
“Identity Series”, exploring and celebrat-
ing the diffrences between African and 
English culture
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Blacklace 2

Identity Series. Defining the 
merge of African and English 
cultural identity.
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Blacklace 1

Part of Identity Series represent-
ing the merge of English and 
African cultural identities.
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Identity Series Mask

English Lace, Sand, Glue, Mixed Media 
Mask. This is part of a series of photo-
graphs of masks I made for an Identity 
project. The mask was cast from the face 
of a Nigerian artist who’s work I greatly ad-
mire. This mask represents a fusion of both 
African and English cultures.
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Sleepy Rhino (Lines Series)

Ink on Paper

It’s tiring being on the brink of extinc-
tion. The last remaining Black Rhino in 
southern Africa are in real trouble. I have 
a friend back in Africa, Julie, who works 
tirelessly for the black rhino. A percentage 
of sales of this and other artwork to come, 
will go towards her fantastic, lifelong work 
to save this incredible animal.

http://www.fatheroflions.org/Book_Hokoyo.html
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Redscape.

Acrylic on Canvas. 
Inspired by the heat of 
home….. the beloved 
land…. Africa.
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Untitled.

Acrylic & Chalk on Paper. Done 
4 years ago, also in response to 
“murambatsvina”



Ambiguous identity is a subject that for me stems from two important cultures 
- African and English. As a white British person identifying strongly with my 
African birthplace, it is of great personal interest to me.

The work I did two years ago (large transfer prints) was concerned with 
human rights abuses in Zimbabwe. This led me, through my own personal 
experiences, and watching the flow of communities out of their homeland 
to a foreign place, to investigate the question of identity within a Diaspora 
community. The work you see here is a mix of two cultures. Placing items 
one would identify with one particular culture - within another, a confused 
dialogue of cultures and a restaging of identity. 
Masks are often used in African cultures and can also be translated as a façade 
one might hide one’s true identity behind. The masks I have made are African 
in essence, yet made with English lace and crocheted doilies. I have used 
rhino, elephant and giraffe dung in some of my work, incorporating this with 
English lace provokes a multitude of effects.
 

Exhibitions/Awards

2009 Eat@ Café, Hastings
2008 Claremont Gallery, Degree Show, Hastings
2008 Eat@ Cafe, Hastings
2007 Stables Gallery, Hastings  “Eclectic Mix” Group Exhibition
2007 HCAT,  Degree Show FDA, Hastings 
2006 Stables Gallery, Hastings 
“Neither Here Nor There” Group Exhibition with the Chapman 
Brothers. 
2006 Eat@ café, Hastings
2006 Battersea, London  Battersea Arts Fair, London, UK
1993 Standard Bank Gallery, Zimbabwe 
Group Exhibition in Harare, Zimbabwe.
1992 Gallery Delta, Harare Group Exhibition Zimbabwe
1990/2 Zimbabwe National Gallery 
Won awards for wine label design for Cairns Wineries in Zimbabwe, 
Designs printed on wine labels both years.
1988 - 1992 Zimbabwe National Gallery 
Exhibited at the Annual Zimbabwe Heritage Exhibition five years 
running. 
Work for this exhibition is chosen and judged by an international panel 
of recognized artists. Awarded a Highly Commended Certificate in 1989.
1989 United States Embassy, Harare 
Solo exhibition at the US Embassy in Zimbabwe.
Collections
Permanent Collection of the National Gallery of Zimbabwe. 
Private Collections in Zimbabwe, Britain, Canada, USA, Japan and 
Switzerland.
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2008 BA (Hons) Degree in Fine Art
Brighton University/
Hastings College

2005-2007 Foundation Degree in Fine Art Contemporary Practice.
Brighton University
1984/85 Foundation Studies Diploma in Art and Design
University of Ulster



An outstanding Talent.

Being an ex-Zimbabwean myself (Editor) I tend to lean toward my fel-
low expatriates and their achievements, especially in their adopted home, 
in exile or as a relocated resident, - the diaspora.
A glance at Katie Grubb’s exhibition venues over the years show her 
commitment to the people, the conditions and situation in Zimbabwe.

Although this publication is primarily about wildlife art and photography, the 
inclusion of Katie Grubb’s ‘other’ artwork, outside of the Wildlife arena, is to 
highlight her style of presentation and commonality each artwork shares.

The opening image in this chapter was the first we saw of Katie Grubb’s 
work because it was about wildlife, not in the ‘normal’ context, but as a 
beacon of thought and mainly of concern. We hope that this image, and 
others related to wildlife (in Zimbabwe), sees the light of day beyond the 
internet, and perhaps a new exhibition.

Katie Grubb

Katie Grubb at work.

In Katie Grubb’s own words
“I am a Zimbabwean artist. I work in many mediums, drawing, painting and printing 
being my favourite. I use photography in my work too and appreciate all art forms. I 
love organic forms – seeds and pods, bark and trees. Much of my work is inspired by 
nature.”

Below are Live  Links to catagories presented by Katie Grubb on Redbubble.com®

SEEDS
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/seeds

TREES
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/bark

Identity Projects – I have several ongoing projects relating to the subject of Identity, 
which stem from my being born and raised in Africa, and the complexities therein.
IDENTITY SERIES
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/mask

Political Projects – My passion for my birthplace has been a platform for my work 
relating to the human rights abuses taking place there, and an ongoing concern for 
my fellow countrymen…. a beautiful paradise in ruin.
ZIMBABWE SERIES
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/zimbabwe

INK DRAWINGS
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/ink

SCREENPRINTS
 http://www.redbubble.com/people/katiegrubb/art/everything/tags/screenprint

All artwork is Copyrighted © All rights reserved.

All the material contained in this publication may not be reproduced, copied, edited, 
published, or uploaded without written permission from the artist.


